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enrolled in the study. Twenty-two (51%) had a biopsy of a
mucosal lesion done at baseline. After the exclusion of 11
patients with incomplete or non-SbV-based treatment (n � 7)
or with an unclear clinical outcome (n � 4), patients subse-
quently cured formed group D (n � 8) and patients with
subsequent treatment failure formed group E (n � 3). All but
one had a previous history of untreated CL. We tested biopsy
samples taken at day 10 of treatment from 10 patients, 7 in
group D and 3 in group E. Skin biopsy samples from healthy
individuals undergoing abdominoplastic surgery for esthetic
reasons and living in Geneva (Switzerland) were included as
normal controls (group H, n � 10).
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positive for IL-10, 80% were positive for IL-13, and 90% were
positive for TNF-�. When detected, IFN-�
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siveness to treatment (7). Indeed, IL-10 has been associated
with Leishmania susceptibility for its capacity to downregulate
Th1 responses (7, 28, 29, 31). While we did not find higher
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(14), and our findings suggest that, in vivo, IL-10 may indeed
play a major role in CL pathology. Our data are in agreement
with high levels of IL-10 produced by peripheral blood mono-
nuclear cells in L. braziliensis-infected individuals with active
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